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The isthmus is so far disconnected from
the main current of revolutionary events
that until recently its geographical exist
ence has been ignored. Xow there are
signs that it expects to be heard from
whenever peace comes to Alexico and the
reconstruction of the country begins.
President Wilson's theories of constitutionalgovernment will find no suffragette

bar in Tehuantepec such as may develop
with the Tndian women of other parts of
Mexico. Women's rights have prevailed
immemorially there, and when it comes
;o laving the foundation for permanent
peace the Tehuana Indian women will
be of more account than the men. hs they
have Ween under the tribal customs for
centuries.

*
* *

Te'nuantepec has other worries than the
revolutionary disturbances, and these are
what cause the disquiet over the future
and give a shadowy basis to the rumors
of a separatist movement. The cause is
economic, and relates to the question of
transportation.
The Panama canal may pi t the costly

Tchuantepec railway practically out of
business, and render almost valueless the
expensive l'ort works at £alina. Cruz, on
the Pacific, and at Cotzacoalcos or Port
Mexico on the Atlantic. It is a possibility
only, and not anything more, but it is dis-raiding. That the canal will materially
educe the trans-Tchuantepec traffic is a

certainty.
Tehuantepec was a rival of Panama alnostfrom the time of Cortez. In the

middle of the last century when Americansbuilt the railway across the Isthmusof Panama another group of Amerians obtained concessions from the Mexicangovernment for a line across the
Isthmus of Tehuaiitepee. Important explorationswere made for the American
Navy Department under the direction of
Admiral Schufeldt. and for a time the
question was whether a canal or a railwaywas the more feasible. Ultimately
the concession was annulled.
Capt. James K. Kads. after his success

n building the Mississippi levees, became
interested In the Tehuantepec route an-i
worked out his plans for a ship railwav.
Kads had many supporters among public
m e> ri wlift hart faith ir» him a a an enpi.
n»»er. and some capitalists were enlisted
in the project. A good many years ago
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Native Fijiatis Tread

Upon Redhot Stones,
hut Do Not Burn Their
Bare Feet.Legend of
Hon the Rite Originated. Scientists Unableto Explain the
Strange Immunity
From Fire.
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XATI!EVA, Bangha Island.
March 18.

' It V the many strange
rites and customs

| | nn a n <i lnexpucame

|J J W M than that of the
IHH 1§3 tire walkers of

iFqj i||| Bang'na. as the
! e»?I men who accomJ&kPlisli the reinarkyOjji?ii/able feat ofwalkuP°nred-hot

*" *Xr^. - r stones are called.
The Island of Rangha rises abruptly

out of the sea. and its more altitudinous
peaks arc nearly 2.0(#> feet high. The
island itself possesses an interest that
is extraordinary in several respects, and
particularly so with regard to what appearsto be the almost superhuman quali-
ties or practices of many of its native
population The area of the island is
small, embracing, all told, only about
t.4fl0 acres. There are three small native
villages, the largest one being Natheva,
near which place the fire-walkers are
wont to conduct their wonderful display
<»f endurance.
The trip to Natheva is only reached by

small trading boats, which brin£ to the
contented and peaceful inhabitants here
what outside supplies they may need, and
take away cargoes of dried cocoanut meat
and i>erhaps a few dozen bunches of
bananas.

The natives are hospitable, and on the
occasion of the writer's visit he was accordeda cordial welcome by the chief and
the other men of more or less prominence
in the district. As is usual, when a white
man is a visitor to a native village, he
was placed In temporary possession of
the chief's own house. Food and viands
In rich abundance were placed before him,
and through the medium of the Fijian interpreterwho accompanied him he was
told to make himself at home.
As his stay upon the island was to be

of short duration, i: was arranged that he
should b»- given an exhibition of tirewalkingthe next day. There are several
its or furnaces w here the stones are heatd,but the principal one upon the island
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r> 1 arge model of his proposed ship railwaywas on exhibition at the Capitol and
Capt. Eads himself usually was on hand
to explain it. Senator John A. Logan,
who had been impressed with Eads' engineering:success on the Mississippi, gave
the use of his committee room. Congress,
however, did not respond enthusiastically
to the desire for an American charter
and for the financial support of this
government, and after a while the activityof Capt. lvads and his friends subsided.

*

Along in the eighties some rails were

laid bo'th from the Atlantic and the Pacificside and a few years later the ends
were united, and there was actually a

railway across the isthmus. But it was

of the jerkwater sort, and did not meet
the needs of a real transportation line.
When President Diaz had pushed

through various railway enterprises in
central and northern Mexico he turned
to Tehuantepee and put the government
back of that project. The government's
experience with previous concessionaries
and contractors had been a harsh one.
A new contract was made with the firm
of Sir Weetman Pearson, the present
Eord Cowdrey. who had successfully carriedthrough the drainage project for the
City of Mexico.
Under the terms of the Pearson contracta working capital of $7,<XXMa!0 was

provided, and the government went into
partnership with the Pearson hrm on

conditions which would make it the sole
owner of the line and the terminals in
fifty-one years.
A large element in the total cost, which

is said to have been approximately thirtyfivemillion dollars, was for the harbor
works at Salina Cruz and Cotzacolcos.
It was realized that without good harbor
facilities interoceanic traffic c;ould not
be obtained.
Salina Cruz is hardly more than an

open roadstead with the northeast trade
winds from the Atlantic constantly churningthe surf, and some serious engineering
problems, including a refuge harbor and
an inner harbor, had to be solved. The
difficulties wore overcome and Salina
Cruz was made hospitable to traffic.

*

When the road was < o<niplet« d its total
length was a little under 2b0 miles. The
bird's flight from ocean to ocean across

Tehuantepec is about 12."» miles. The
route is through a tropical jungle of most
exuberant vegetation. Any one who
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is a short distance out of Aatheva. The
process of getting ready for the strange
and what appeared at the time to be a
very dangerous ordeal for the men who
were to participate in it was absorbinglyinteresting.
The pit is perhaps live feet deep. Its

length is about twenty feet and its width
ten feet. Dry twigs, logs and other inflammablematerials were placed in the
bottom of the hole. They were so laid
that a good draft might be obtained betweenthe layers, and a hot fire was
made.

it

When the fuel was all in the, pit a

heap of stones, varying in size from three
to twelve inthes across, were carefully
laid upon the top of the unlighted
furnace.
The bowlders made a fairly level surface.An examination of them showed

that they were natural, and there was

no evidence'that they had been treated
with any kind of ointment to prevent the
heat from reaching the surface, as has
been suggested by some people who have
never seen the feat performed.
When the stones were laid, the fire was

lighted. It burned fiercely for about two
hours, finally leaving nothing but a bed
of red-hot coals, upon which the stones
rested. So painstakingly.had the pit been
prepared that the layer of stones sank
ut>on the surface of the coals in almost
perfect shape, leaving a nearly level bed
for the fire-walkers to tread upon.
That the people of the little island

take much pride in their mysterious
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wants to ^tnow what a tropical forest
wilderness is can learn by taking the
railway at Vera Cruz and then striking
across, the main Tehuantepec line.
After the rail line was reconstructed

and the harbor works finished President
Diaz and a large1 party of officials went
to Tehuantepec for the opening. Mexican
national sentiment, which then had some
existence, was gratified at this triumph
of isthmain transportation, and it was
felt that another vital chapter in Mexican
national development had been concluded.
The effect on international commerce was
especially in mind. But there was also
the feeling that much had been accomplishedtoward the physical unity of the
country itself which would have importantpolitical consequences.

*
* *

Without delay the road was put in
shape for handling international traffic.
A contract was made with the Hawaiian
sugar planters, and the bulk of the Hawaiiansugar crop for several years past
has been unloaded at Salina Cru?, shipped
across to Port Mexico and then reloaded.
Other international traffic also has been
secured.
One result of the opening of this line

was improved shipping service between
the gulf terminal of Cotzacolcos and
ports of New Orleans and New York.
On the Pacific side the shipping service
also was improved.

It was figured that the Tehuantepec
route shortened the distance between San
Francisco and New York by 1.2."H) miles
as compared with Panama. Since transshipmentof cargo was necessary over
both routes the saving in sea distance
was therefore important and undoubted-
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ROUP OF TVPICAL FIRE WALKER

power of resisting heat was shown by the
presence at this exhibition of nearly all
of the inhabitants of the village. A few
of the old men of the tribe, whose days
of lire-walking had passed, directed the
operations of preparing the furnace.
The men who were to perform the

daring feat did not put in an appearanceupon the scene until everything'was
in readiness for them. At a signal in the
fnrni nt* :i t.ittnn linnn rin nld WJir drum
that lay close by. ten young; men came

running into the opening amid the trees
and headed straight for the burning pit.
from which the heat was ascending in
wa tfes.
They were all naked except for a breechcloutof sinnet liber which was tied

around their bodies, and a scarf of grass
around their shoulders. Tn their long.
brushlike hair were twined bright-colored
flowers. Without a moment's hesitation
they stepped upon the sizzling stones,
each man of the group walking in a

stooping attitude the whole length of the
pit and then back again.

* *

These trips across the fiery furnace
were made several times in quick succession.The performance lasted about fifteenminutes. Upon the faces of the performerswere to be seen no evidence that
they felt the territic heat in the slightest
degree. They smiled all the while and
chanted in a weird way as they walked
back and forth across the top of the. inferno.In orde'" to test the fierceness of
the heat the writer threw a handkerchief
upon the stones. The piece- o£ fabric
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ly had much to do with the large traffic
which the Tehuantepec route secured.
When the Mexican government under

the direction of President Diaz decided
to make the Tehuantepec project a nationalenterprise, both the Panama and
the Nicaragua canal prospects were
clouded. Tim American company, which
had undertaken the Nicaraguan maritimecanal, had collapsed after losing the
millions of private capital that had been
invested. The French company under
De I^esseps had gone -bankrupt in the
Panama project.
Before the Tehuantepec work had proceededVery far the situation had changed.The United States Congress had decidedin favor of the Panama route as

against Nicaragua and Panama had secededfrom Colombia and entered into
the treaty with the United States which
insured the construction of the canal.
Nevertheless, neither ^resident u:a/. nor
any of his advisers, including' IJinan tour,
the minister of finance, thought of turningback. It was felt that the enterprise
was a national one anyhow, and that
tlie railway would serve as a backbone
for valuable branch lines which would
develop lower Mexico.

Moreover, nobody then dreamed that
the Panama canal would he completed
in less than twenty years, and that period
of uninterrupted traffic for the Tehuantepecroute was confidently expected. Experiencedengineers and others in the
United States had the same idea as to the
time required for building the canal, so
that the Mexicait statesmen are not to be
blamed for their miscalculation.
The shipping men at the head of the

steamship line which was established to
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flared up instantly and was quickly
burned to ashes.
When the exhibition was over, the men

who had done the walking submitted to
an examination of their feet and bodies.
There was absolutely no sign of a burn
or that they had suffered other ill effect
from the awe-inspiring and mystifying
experience through which they had just
passed. The sales of their feet were

hard, to be sure, but not more so than
those of the natives of other islands of
these parts who do not practice tirewalking.

* -r

It is simply impossible to account for
the" immunity from burns that these nativespossess. All attempts to explain the
mystery by scientists have been futile.
It" is only necessary for one to actually
witness the performance to be convinced
that 110 trickery is practiced in carrying
it on.
There are many men upon this island

who can do fire-walking. Some of them
have gone to other islands, where they
gave exhibitions with the same success
with which it is done here. The ceremonyis not the "same in all localities.

It partakes somewhat of a formal celebrationin the moutaln communities, and
is often attended by a feast. It is claimed,however, by the older men of the tribe
that the only significance that the strange
rite has is that of impressing upon their
people their superiority over other Fijian
tribes.
According to the story told the writer,

the custom of Are-walking had its origin
ill a legend w hich lias been handed dow n

v*
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take care of the Hawaiian sugar crop
were the first to see that Panama would
he available sooner than had been anticipated.A year ago they had finished their
plans for abandoning the Tehuantepec:
route and utilizing the Panama waterway.It is expected that the next Hawaiiansugar crop will move through the
canal. Other traffic will also be diverted,
and this loss of freight will raise some
interesting questions as to the value ol
the Tehuantepee railway line and the
port works at either end under the new
conditions. The railway and the port
works are. of course, the underlying securityfor tlie financial obligations that
were created.
British interests here, as elsewhere in

Mexico, are vitally concerned in the outcome.It is not presumed that Lord
Cowdrey and his associates have transferredany of the obligations. They also
secured valuable oil concessions on the
isthmus of Tehuantepec; and are understoodto have large holdings of lands.
The connection of .Sir Lionel Garden, the
British minister, with a land company in
lower Mexico was explained in the news

dispatches from the City of Mexico some
time ago. The Tehuantepec obligations
are one of the many reasons which Britishdiplomacy has for exerting itself to
secure a stable and orderly government
in Mexico.

American interests in the Tehuantepec
region are not large. Fifteen or twenty
years ago a large number of Tehuantepec
rubber plantations were floated in the
United States. Some of them were honestenterprises. Some o£ them were colos-
sal swindles, unuei.vv men inuusauus or

poor investors wore robbed. None of the
t
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from generation to generation for countlessthousands of years. In the long,
long ago. so the tradition runs, there
lived in Natheva a seer and story-teller
who charmed the members of his tribe
with his accounts of wonderful adventuresand picturesque word-painting of
things that, of course, never happened.
In this same connection, it is interesting
to note that even at this day there is in
almost every Fijian community a man

who has an established reputation as a

narrator of events tnat ciate iar oacK
in" the dim past.
The wise man of Xatheya. however,

grew old, and as the fact became more
and more apparent that the time would
soon copie when his nearest relative
would bo compelled, by custom that
could not bo ignored, to take him out and
strangle him to death, he began casting
about for a successor to his position as

story-teller for the tribe. At his feet
there had sat during many a long afternoonunder the shade of the banyan tree
an,apt pupil in the person of one of the
younger men of the community.
While the other people of the village

dozed away the hours of the never-endingsummer, this young storv-telling enthusiasthad received the words of wisdomfrom the wise man. Finally the
day came, when the seer's physical, weaknessprevented him from leaving his hut
and taking his place under the widespreadingbranches of the multitudinousrootedtree.
There was nothing else for his children

to do but prepare his grave and arrange
to put him to death. The established custommust be obeyed. The wise man called
the young candidate for the prospective
vacancy to him and told him he had only
one request to make of him before he Was
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rubber plantations proved financial successes.and the title to most of them
passed out of the hands of the Americans.It is doubtful now whether there is
much American money tied up in rubber
plantations.
Large tracts of timber lands were held

a few years ago by northwestern capitalistswho had made money out of lumber.Some of these investments may still
be in the hands of the original owners.
At one time some American money was

inwst-mi in the railwa.v line known as

the Pan-American, which branches on
from the Teh nan tepee railway at San
Geronimo and runs down to the border of
Guatemala. The money was in the bonds
which were turned over to the American
contractors as the different sections were
completed. These bonds were guaranteed
by the Mexican government. Later the
government took over the railway and
made it part of the Mexican svstein
Two American capitalists who had held

official positions in Washington and in
Mexico were the intermediaries.
They were supposed 10 have made a

good deal of money by the transaction.
In view of later developments this may
be doubted. They got control of the in!ternational bridge, across the Suchiate
river to Guatemala. But since President

; Cabrera of Guatemala was in no hurry
to join up the Guatemalan lines with the
bridge the expected profits from the tolls
on traffic across the river did not materialize.

v
». *

Life on the isthmus is one of-picturesque,
contrasts. The lustrous tropical splendoris entrancing, but there are dreary
places also.
The canker of land monopoly which was

eating the life out of the poorer classes
is perhaps less felt than in other parts
of Mexico, but it exists, and absentee
landlordism is prevalent. When the railroadfrom Vera Cruz- to the Tehuantepee
line was built the company wanted to ae:tjuire a few acres for a station and yards
at one point. The owner lived in Mexico
City. He refused ail offers and was de1termiued that there should be no station
on his property. The railway company
appealed to Diaz.

Build your station." was the message
received. This was enough for the company.It went ahead and built the stationand laid out the yards. Then it sent
the money to its representative at the
capital. In a few days the deed to the
land was received from the owner.

The president sent him word that he
ought not to refuse a good bargain." was

the explanation given of the owner's
change of mind. If this policy had been
applied generally throughout the connE-WALKE12

PREPARING THE FURXACE OF FIRE

formally elevated to the position of honor,
and that was that he go to a certain deep
hole just off" a neighboring coral reef and
there catch and bring to him the largest
living thing he could tind.

*
* *

The youth bounded away in a spirit of
enthusiasm. He soon reached the designatedspot in -his boat. It is still the

practice among Fijians to capture lish

with the bare hands, and the young savagestarted to explore the deep hole for

the purpose of discovering just what it

contained before he set about ^bringing
any 01 me sfa-uwriiciB tv

Like other men of his race, he was an

expert diver. He could remain under
water several minutes, and swift indeed
had to be the denizens of the deep to set
away from his quick-moving hands. He
made several deep dives into the hole heforehe. discovered anything of momentous
size. Finally lie caught the glimpse of
what appeared to be a gigantic eel.
"Ah," he thought, "here the thing; I

will capture this eel and take it home and
prepare a genuine feast."
Diving still further into the blue deep,

he reached out a hand and grabbed at

the object that he had taken to be an

eel. Instead of bis lingers taking hold
of the slimy body of a giant eel. he felt a

bunch of coarse hair within his grasp.
He resolved to haul the object to the surfaceat any *ate and see what it was.
To his astonishment, it proved to be a

man of giant size and brawn. Tt was

the hair of the strange being's head that
he held.
Dragging his captive Into the boat, the

yo^tb demanded to know who lie was.
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m Of Tlhuahtepex.
try to the woat landlords peihaps there
v.oukl have been a less formidable revolutionthan that which unseated Diaz.
The town of Tehuantepec lies a dozen

miles back from I he sea. It presents
some ruins of ilie old Tehuana architectureside by side vyith a pood deal of
medieval Spanish architecture. Some of
the Spanish parts of it are like a corner
of old Havana. The town itself is sand
swept. There is a public library in an
old convent building and some other evi-
ui iu.cs «u >|mi M, mil uie\ die lew.

* *

Tehuantepec celebrated its tercentenary
in 11)01. It. has changed very little with
centuries except possibly to become more
a rambling ruin, for the establishment of
the port of Salima Cruz took away the
commercial importance which it once had.
The huts of adobe and of grass on the
scraggy hills which surround the town
are more characteristic of the Indian
than of tlie Spanish civilization. Cobbled
paved lanes lead up to them. The Spanishimpress is seen in the more solid
masonry and in some shabby churches.
There is a municipal building with a fine
front and a dilapidated rear. The plaza
is a rather dismal place with little of
the attractiveness of the plazas in other
Spanish-American towns.
The Tehuana Indians who comprise the

bulk of the population are very indifferent
to the coming erf modern civilization and
its ways. When the railroad was laid
and the whistle of the first engine was
heard it is said that many of them did
not have curiosity enough to go and look
at the strange thing. Doit to themselves,
they would let the grass grow over the
rails, as it was growing when the Diaz
government took hold and reconstructed
the line.
Some of the customs which survive

date back, not only to the Spanish
conquest, but are said to be remnants
of Zapotec civilization, which preceded
the Mexican Indian rae$.
Formerly travelers were attracted to

the river, where the bathing was the
promiscuous sort that until recently
was observed in Japan. The civil authorityunder the direction of the gov

ernmentofficials was strong enough to
dm nwp t li i>5 custom aliirht.lv.
Mali's place ir Tehuantepee is that of

a useful although inferior being-. Womentill the llelds. drive the bullock carts
and perform most of tiie other outdoor
labor. The men carry water and act
as household porters.
The statement has been made that

the superior position of the Tehuana
Indian woman is due to the excess over
the male population, so many of the
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"T arn the seer of the deep sea." was
the reply.
The young: man laughed long and

loud.
"You may be the vise man of the

deep." he jeeringly replied, "but you
appear to me to be mighty good materialfor a feast up here."
"Ph. spare my life!" begged the captive.
"I'm sorry, old chap. l>tit there is noth*

ing to do but cat you."
*

* *

The man of the sea continued to pleau
for his life, but his words fell on deaf
ears. Finally In* proposed this:
"I have only one request to make of

you. and that is that you hake me insteadof placing: me it'i a pot and boilinsme; and. furthermore, if at the expirationol twelve hours of baking 1 come
out alive that you spare my life and
permit me to return to my home in the
sea."
"Well, I" declare, you are a funny fellow"was the answer of the youth; "but

just to show you that T am not such a

bad cannibal after all. I'll agree to your
proposition. 1 don't know but what'you
will taste better baked than boiled, seeingall that fat on you."
He took his captive home and brought

him into the presence of the aged seer,
who approved of the bargain. Preparationswere made for the feast. The same

pit that is now used by tlie fire-walkers
here is said to have been the furnace in
which the wonderful man of the sea

was baked for one whole day. He was

1
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men having been killed in the war*
against the domination of the Ptar
Kovernmont. It is true that a good
many of the Indians were slaughtered
before tho central authority was recognized.but the dispronortion between
tho sexes is t»<*t V(T\ l.»rg.v Tho poal

lionof the men is really an inheritan-«
of old tribal custom. Since so little
work is required of them the men
accept their status quit philosophically.When they becotrm too lazy. or
when another man proves more attractive.tho Tehuatui omen divorce
thoir husbands with 1 i111« oeromonr
Tho headgear^ of t he women. the

"huipile," as it is called, '.s a. 'lampshapedcreation which rivals anything
that a Parisian milliner rould concoct
Sometimes it is worn in tho market
place, but oftener on the street and
during ceremonial occasions
Tchuantepec has. or used to have, lie

local celebrity. This celebrity was a

poet, and a mad poet rit that. 1 have
the card which he pave *ne some years
apo."A. Helint d." In addition to
being: a. poet. Senor Uelint wan a

monopolist, for he control!* d the boot
blacking privilege of the town. Not
that he blacked boots himself. He was
attended by his squire, a sturdj boy.
who performed the manual labor. Himselfattired in a high peaked hat and a

flowing: cloak, after the manner of a
Spanish cavalier of the seventeenth
century, the poet would go from plac*
to place in the performance of his
public functions. The streets of
Tehuantepec are very sandy and no
one ever gets from the railway stationto the hotel without wanting a
shine, so the business was a good one.

*
* *

I did not know of the poet s fantasy untila little group gathered in the patio
of the hotel, apparently expecting something.Then the French landlord came

and whispered to me that it was customaryfor the stranger to ask the poet
to read some of his verses. At the same

ho indicated the proper individual, who.
having collected from me the price of
the shine, was also waiting.

I politely asked him if he were not a

poet. In reply lie handed me a roll of
foolscap covered with beautiful script of
the old Spanish manuscripts. The pen- '

manship was perfect and so was the
spacing of the verses. The manuscript
really might have come from the archives
of a Spanish historical society except
that it showed the finger marks of too
much handling.
Responding to my request the poet took

his place in the center of the patio and
began the recital while I kept the man

script.Some of the verses while high
sounding were not had and the rhythm
was perfect.
As he proceeded the poet grew more

intense. He declaimed the verses with
passion if not with spirit. The hearers
in the meantime, if not enthralled, were

attentive and respectful. They had heard
the verses so often that they knew them
as well as the poet himself.

*
* *

Suddenly the recital ceased. The poet
clashed his hat to the ground and stamped
his feet. "'Plaudits, gentlemen.** he cried
excitedly. .\t once we took the hint and
applauded. Then he resumed the re*cital.T thought another outbreak was

coming and catching the eye of one of
the hearers star tci th applause again.
The poet paused with evident pleasure.
Then he bowed in the most stately man- I

lief, took the manuscript from my hand
and quietly walked away.
T.he mad poet had a history and they

told it to me, but it is not of much consequence.T still have the little pasteboardadvertisement with which he pre- *

sented me. Translated into English
blank verse it ran in this manner:

Sensation;
dalilro discovered that the wo-Id moves.
oluinhiis discovered the now world.

.Magellan circumnavigated the globe.
And J. A. Dcliut cJ.. shine shoes
At all hours.
Happy and contented."'

If he is still living, the mad poet of
Teliuantepec is with the government and
against the revolution, for they told me

that in local affairs he had announced
himself as a candidate for alcalde or

mayor on a conservative platform.
CHARLES M. PEPPER.
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placed alive beneath the stones and )tbo
lire lighted.

*
d: * '

When the stones were lifted and t|i«
population of the village were gathered
around, ready io partake of the roasted
flesh, a wonderful sight met their gaze.
The supposed victim of the furnace heat
turned over upon his bed of redhot coals
and. rising to his full height, he walked
out of the pit. He was unscathed.
Tie was taken before the wise man of

the tribe and there promised that, for
ever after the descendants of the youth
who had effected his capture should be
immune from harm by fire. Having receivedthis promise, the aged Fijian seer
was taken out and strangled to death bv
his children, and the wise man of tlie
sea returned to his watery kingdom.
The young man who had brought about

his capture ascended to the position of
story-teller, and his descendants from
that day to this save been able to tread i

redhot stones without burning their feel.

(Copyright, 1014. by Walter (." Horuada: )

Skins as Bank Notes.
IX China, the first country to use bank

notes, certain skins were once of such
great value that they were accepted as

cash, passing from hand to hand in the
same way as bank notes of the present
day. The negotiability of these skins
was established in this way:
The Emperor Ou Ti, being in want of '

money, gave his treasurer to understand
that such a state.of affairs must not continue.At that line it was customary
for princes and courtiers on entering the
royal presence to cover their laces with t

a piece of skin. Taking advantage of
IMIS I'USIDIII, IIIC llcuauici p.«w v>«

issuance of a decree forbidding the use
of any other skins for this purpose save

those"of a certain species of white deer
in the royal parks- Immediately^ of
course, there arose a demand for pieces
of these skins, which, being a monopoly,
were sold at a high price.
Thus were the royal coffers refilled.

The steady value of the skins thus obtainedmade them readily a substitute
for coin of the realm.
In the Russian seal fisheries of Alaska

the workmen were formerly paid in the
currency stamped on squares of walrus
hide.

His Revenge.
'

ANEW YORK editor was condemning
a certain type of politician.

"These fellows," said he. "instead of
fighting for the people they represent,
act very much like Jones.
"Jones sat in, a barroom one Saturday

night with a party of cronies when one of
them. Billy Croft, was called away by
his wife. Billy rose hurriedly, leaving
his glass of beer on the table.
"A few minutes afterward Jones' little

boy ran into the bar, crying:
" 'Father, "mother's bin a-jawln* with

Billy Croft's wife and Billy has hit
mother on the nose!' 4

"Jones jumped up. but then, on second
thought, he resumed his seat and mutteredsavagely:
" 'The coward! Hit mother on the nuM,

did he? Then I'll drink his beer!' "


